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SUBJECT: BANTU EDUCATION DEPARTMENT TAKES OVER SOWETO SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS 

REF: JOHANNESBURG 2191 

1 . MINISTER OF BANTU EDUCATION M.C. BOTHA ANNOUNCED YESTERDAY 
(AUGUST 25) SOWETO EDUCATION SECONDARY SCHOOLS WOULD BE CLOSED AND 
REOPENED AS GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS AFTER A PERIOD OF "RE-REGISTRATION". 
(REFTEL) 

BOTHA SAID, "THE SCHOOL BOARDS HAVE LOST COMPLETE CONTROL OVER 
PUPILS WITH THE RESULT THAT THEIR BEHAVIOR HAS BECOME RIOTOUS. 

IT IS CLEAR THAT THE PRESENT SITUATION IN THE SCHOOLS IS NOT 
CONDUCIVE TO A REGULATED SOCIETY AND IT IS DETRIMENTAL TO THE 
EDUCATION OF STUDENTS EAGER TO CONTINUE WITHTHEIR STUDIES". 
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2. THE SOWETO MOVE, AFFECTING 27000 PUPILS. WILL SPECIFICALLY 
(1) WITHDRAW STATE SUBSIDIES OF STATE SCHOOLS; (2) SCRAP ALL 
LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS; (3) CLOSE ALL COMMUNITY SCHOOLS; AND 
(4) INSTITUTE GOVERNMENT (BANTU AFFAIRS) HIGH SCHOOLS IN THEIR 
PLACE. TEACHERS WILL BE RETAINED BUT ALL STUDENTS WILL HAVE 
TO APPLY FOR RE-ADMISSION. 
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3. IN AN APPARENTLY UNRELATED DEVELOPMENT, THE 1800 MEMBER 
STUDENT BODY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE NORTH HAS BEEN ORDERED 
TO LEAVE THE CAMPUS FOLLOWING A TWO-DAY BOYCOTT OVER FOOD AND 
THE EXPULSION OF A STUDENT FOR ALLEGED CHEATING. 

4. COMMENT: BOTHA'S MOVE IS CLEARLY DESIGNED TO REASSERT 
CONTROL OVER WHAT THE SAG REGARDS AS AN UNRULY STUDENT BODY AND 
SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIONS THAT ARE EITHER UNWILLING OR UNABLE TO 
IMPROVE DISCIPLINE. WHETHER THE STUDENTS WILL PAY ANY HEED TO 

THE NEW SCHOOL SYSTEM IS OPEN TO QUESTION, BUT IT APPEARS THE 
SAG HAD FEW ALTERNATIVES IF IT HOPES TO RESTORE 
SOWETO CLASSES TO NORMAL. 

JOHNSON 
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